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• Use of animals in research is a privilege
• Research animals are partners in providing 

solutions to improve health  
• Taconic is dedicated to providing the highest 

quality humane care and ethical treatment of our 
animals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taconic believes that the use of animals in research is a privilege, not a right.  We view the animals in our care as our partners in helping to fulfill our mission of providing solutions to improve health. For that reason, Taconic is deeply committed to providing the highest quality humane care and ethical treatment of the animals we are responsible for.  
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• Strict adherence to applicable regulations and 
standards at all levels of governance

• Conformance to performance standards in the Guide 
for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals

• Accreditation by the Association for the Assessment 
and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care 
International (AAALACi) 

• Staff training in best practices to ensure optimal 
humane care and ethical treatment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Taconic’s dedication to animal well-being is evidenced in several components of our animal welfare policy. The first is our strict adherence to all applicable regulations and standards at all levels of governance to promote the humane care and responsible use of animals in research. Equally important is our conformance to the performance standards in the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, a critical AAALAC publication. Both our initial pursuit of accreditation by AAALACi – the Association for the Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care International – and the continued accreditation of all Taconic animal care and use programs and sites also speak to our commitment to this important goal. Another critical component of our animal welfare policy is training: we provide training for all employees who are engaged in the use of animals, ensuring that they understand and apply the elements and principles that constitute best practices for the humane care and ethical treatment of our animals.
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• Supervision and oversight to balance scientific 
objectives and animal well-being
– Sound professional judgment
– Best practices
– Guiding principles

• Staff requirement to meet high ethical standards
– Failure results in disciplinary action, including possible dismissal
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The supervision and oversight of all animal care and use practices at our sites is another vital element of our animal welfare policy. Careful supervision ensures that we maintain a crucial balance between scientific objectives and animal well-being, by exercising sound professional judgment and by applying best practices and guiding principles.  A final, critical component of our policy is accountability: all Taconic staff members are required to meet our high ethical and responsible standards for animal care. Employees who fail to meet this requirement are subject to disciplinary action, which may include dismissal.
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